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Lessons from the Gospel of John (Part 1)

Lesson 9:
The Need of the Blind in Religion—Life’s Sight and Life’s

Shepherding

Bible reading
You may find it helpful to also read the entire case found in John 9:1-41.

John 9:1, 5-7
1 And as He passed by, He saw a man blind from birth.

5 While I amin the world, | am the light of the world.

6 When He had said this, He spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and
anointed his eyes with the clay,

7 And He said to him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam (which is interpreted, Sent).
He went therefore and washed and came away seeing.



https://www.topstonebooks.com/
https://amanatrust.org.uk/page/lessons-from-the-gospel-of-john
https://online.recoveryversion.bible/BibleChapters.cfm?cid=77

Introduction

Because of man’s indwelling sinful nature, every person is born a sinner.
Consequently, man is born spiritually blind and has no capacity in his natural
condition to know God or perceive spiritual things. The eighth case in the Gospel
of John of a man born blind unveils our need of Christ as the light of the world to
open our inner eyes, dispel the darkness in our heart, and fully restore our sight.
The man needed the anointing of his blind eyes through the mingling of the life-
giving word and through obedience to go and wash away his oldness in order to
receive sight and enjoy the divine light.

Bible study reading

Please prayerfully read through the following portions of ministry related to this lesson.

Blindness, as sin in the previous chapter, is a matter of death. A dead person surely is
blind. “..the god of this age has blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving.” So they need
“the illumination of the gospel of the glory of Christ” to shine forth to them (2 Cor. 4:4),
“to open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to light and from the authority of Satan
to God” (Acts 26:18). In the principle set forth in chapter two, this is also the changing
of death into life. (Life-study of John, msg. 21, section 1)

When the Lord Jesus saw this blind man, He said, “While | am in the world, | am the
light of the world” (9:5). The Lord is the light of life (8:12). Blindness comes from the
shortage of the light of life. Every dead person is a blind man. Undoubtedly, the dead
cannot see anything. Therefore, blindness indicates the lack of life. If you have life, then
you have sight, for light opens your eyes. So, first of all, the Lord pointed out that the
blind man needed the light of life...Verse 6 is very interesting. “When He had said this,
He spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed his eyes with the
clay.”..What He did was very strange. No one likes to touch a person’s spittle. But the
Lord Jesus mixed His spittle with the ground and made clay. Then He used the clay to
anoint the man’s eyes. The Gospel of John is a book of pictures, and this incident is a
picture. We should not understand it merely according to the black and white letters.



Theclay in 9:6, as in Romans 92:21, signifies humanity. Man is clay. We all are clay. What
is the spittle? Spittle here, as something “that proceeds out of the mouth” (Matt. 4:4) of
the Lord, signifies His “words which...are spirit and life” (John 6:63). Figuratively
speaking, the spittle is the Word, which is spirit and life, that proceeds out of the mouth
of the Lord. The Word that proceeds out of the mouth of Christ is spirit. Thus, to mingle
spittle with the clay signifies the mingling of humanity with the Lord’s living Word. The
word “anointed” proves this, because the Lord’s Spirit is the anointing Spirit (Luke 4:18;
2 Cor. 1:21-22; 1 John 2:27). (Life-study of John, msg. 21, section 2)

There are three steps which we must follow in order to receive sight for our eyes. First
of all, the clay must both receive and be mingled with the spittle. In other words, you,
the old man, the clay, must receive the Lord’s Word as the spittle and be mingled with
the Lord in His Word. Then the second step will follow—that is, after you have received
the Lord in His Word, you will have the anointing. Finally, the third step follows the
anointing: the demand to put the old self to death. The old clay must be put into the
water of death. By these three steps your eyes will be opened. You will then have the
sight and will always be in the light. (Life-study of John, msg. 21, section 3)

Lesson help

If you would like help in understanding this lesson or would like to share your
enlightenment and enjoyment with us, please click below to talk to someone by phone
or by email.

| WOULD LIKE TO TALK TO SOMEONE ABOUT THIS LESSON

Going deeper

Please read or listen to these materials for an in-depth study of this lesson.

Further reading:


http://www.ministrybooks.org/TSBDsp.cfm?id=1431
https://www.topstonebooks.com/contact/

Radio broadcast link:
Broadcast 26, The Need of the Blind in Religion—Life’s Sight and Life’s Shepherding (1)
(Click the link above and select Broadcast 26)

Footnotes from Recovery Version of the New Testament:
John 9:1, footnote 2

John 9:2, footnote 1

John 9:6, footnote 1

John 9:7, footnotes 1 and 3

Questions for personal or corporate study:
References in parentheses indicate readings or broadcasts that may be helpful in
answering the questions.

e What are the spiritual significances of the man'’s blindness, the clay, the
spittle, and the anointing in John chapter 97

e What is mingling? (Life-study of John, msg. 21, section 2)

* |nyour own experience, how have you received light from the Word and
the Lord?

SHARE THIS LESSON WITH A FRIEND
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https://www.lsmradio.com/audio/john.html
http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Feepurl.com%2Fht8v1T
http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Feepurl.com%2Fht8v1T
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=The+Gospel+of+John%2C+Lesson+9:%20http%3A%2F%2Feepurl.com%2Fht8v1T
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=The+Gospel+of+John%2C+Lesson+9:%20http%3A%2F%2Feepurl.com%2Fht8v1T
http://us1.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=30696f998b94a80e1abd269b6&id=0dbb77d5c8&e=[UNIQID]
http://us1.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=30696f998b94a80e1abd269b6&id=0dbb77d5c8&e=[UNIQID]

We highly recommend using the printed Life-study messages as a tool to explore this
lesson. There are over 1,900 Life-study messages in total, and this amazing resource

expands and develops this lesson in greater detail.

View Life-study of the Bible resources on our website
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